ML 

It is vital that the many imprisoned revolutionaries like Harold are not forgotten 
We regard prisoners as an active part of our movement and seek to maintain 
heir past and potential contributions by acting as a link between prisoners and 
those on the outs.de. Increased communication between activists both inside 
and outside inspires resistance on both sides of the prison walls.This pamphlet 
was published by the Anarchist Black Cross and Raze the Walls as part of our 
on-going assistance campaign for Harold. Another part of this involves sending 
Harold a monthly parcel of stationary, stamps, movement literature and other 
requested items which may make his sentence a little easier. As we don't have 
access to vast resources we would appreciate any assistance you can offer 
You can help by sending donations to either of the following- 
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PO 

MBDE 3X3$ 
BJoMo 




SO. CHICAGO ABC ZINE DISTRO 
PUBLISHER & DISTRIBUTOR 

P.O. BOX 721 
HOMEWOOD, IL 60430 



We also ask people to add Harold to their group or publication's mailing list so 
that he can be kept updated on developments within the anarchist movement 
and the outside world in general. Harold states that "all personal letters 
will be appreciated and perhaps keep loneliness from suffocating me as 
I carry on the good fight. " You can write to Harold directly at: 

HAROLD H - THOMPSON #93992, 
TURNEY CENTER INDUSTRIAL PRISON, 
ROUTE 1, ONLY, TN 37140 - 9709, USA. 



THIS PAMPHLET IS A BENEFIT FOR THE 
HAROLD THOMPSON SUPPORT CAMPAIGN 
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Writings and Poetry 
by Anarchist Prisoner 
Harold H.Thompson 



This booklet is dedicated to all who work 
tirelessly for anarchism, those who dare 
to dream of a future anarchist world and 
struggle against the monsters of the earth 
to make our goal become reality. 

In particular I'd like to express my 
appreciation to Terry Cota and all of the 
ABC in the U.K., Mike Lee of Raze the 
Walls! publishing and distribution, Sara 
of NYC ABC, Mike Mann, Jason Giels of 
B C A C, Chris Edwards and far too many 
anarchist brothers and sisters worldwide 
for me to name you all. Each of you keeps 
my heart young, gives hope, inspiration 
and strength to me through this storm. 
You keep me secure in the knowledge 
that future battles will be fought and won. 
I love you all. Remember these words. 
They will never get us all ! 

Harold H. Thompson July 96 



PUBLISHED 1996 BY : 
HUDDERSFIELD 
ANARCHIST BLACK CROSS, 
C/O 17-21 CHAPEL STREET, 
BRADFORD, BD1 5DT, U.K. 




A SELECTION OF OTHER TITLES BY PRISONERS WE DISTRIBUTE 

Please send an s.a.e. for our full mail-order catalogue of anarchist magazines, 
books, pamphlets, posters, t-shirts and other ABC merchandise. 

* PISSING IN THE SAME POT -75p 

The story of Robert Taylor, sentenced to 12 years for a crime he didn't commit. 

* IN THE STRONG BOX-Robert Mawdsley - 50p 

An account of life in Parkhurst prison's 'strongbox cells'. 
* A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE NEW AFRIKAN PRISON STRUGGLE - Sundlata Acoll - £1 .30 
Written by one of the longest serving political prisoners in the world. 

* FREEDOM OF THE PRESS IN BLACK AND WHITE - 50p 

The story of ex- Black Panther and journalist Mumia Abu-Jamal, 
on death - row after being framed by the cops. 

* WHY ANTI- AUTHORITARIAN ? - Larry Glddings - 50p 
An interesting account of the ideas, activities and political 
development of an anarchist, political prisoner in the U.S. 

* DOWN TO THE WIRE - John Perottl - £2.30 
The history and writings of an anarchist prison activist and jail-house lawyer. 
* UNTIL ALL ARE FREE-The Trial Statement of Ray Luc Levasseur - 80p 
An inspiring declaration of war against a society that places profit before 
human need from one of the many revolutionary prisoners in the U.S. 
* FROM ALCATRAZ TO MARION TO FLORENCE - Control Unit Prisons in the U.S.- £1 .30 
Documents the spread of high security control units aimed 
at controlling / isolating political prisoners in the U.S. 
* A DAY MOURNFUL AND OVERCAST - 50p 
A moving and personal attack on prisons and hierarchies by a member of 
the Iron Column, the ex- cons militia in the Spanish revolution /civil war. 
* STRANGEWAYS 1990 : A SERIOUS DISTURBANCE - N. Jameson & E. Allison - £6.50 
An excellent in-depth book on the biggest protest in British prison 
history, put together with the help of those who were there. 

* NOTES FROM A WAITING ROOM - Alan Reeve - £4 

The autobiography of an inmate of a 'special hospital' and his struggle 
from the inside for a revolutionary awareness and prisoners rights. 

I ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE COSTS FOR THE U.K. 

( FOR EUROPE ADD 10% EXTRA, FOR OTHERS ADD 20% ) 

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES & POSTAL ORDERS 
PAYABLE TO R.TAYLOR (IN U.K. STERLING ONLY PLEASE ) 

IF SENDING CASH HIDE IT WELL (£ U.K. OR $ U.S. ONLY PLEASE , £1= $2) 
PLEASE SEND ALL ORDERS / ENQUIRIES TO : HUDDERSFIELD ABC 

ANY PROFIT WE MAKE GOES TOWARDS SUPPORTING PRISONERS 
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The Anarchist Black Cross 

The ABC is an International network of Anarchist groups and individuals 
engaged in practical solidarity with prisoners. We support revolutionaries 
anarchists, and others who have been locked- up for resistance to the rich 
and their system. We support people who have been imprisoned for trying to 
survive and people framed by the police. We support and publicise prisoners 
efforts to organise and resist the system from the inside. We try to work through 
letters, visits, material aid (where possible) as well as demonstrations 
campaigns and spreading information about prisoners, the reality of prisons 
and the class system which created them. In all of what we do, we try to create 
links in and out of prisons. Ultimately we are working towards the creation of a 
mass revolutionary working class movement which will sweep away the 
capitalist system and it's prisons. Through working together, we believe that 
working class people can create a genuinely classless society, a world where 
bosses aren't tolerated and we can take real control over our lives We 
welcome contact and support and from prisoners, their families and friends 
and anyone interested in our work. 

If you'd like any of the following free ABC publications please write. 

* SUPPORTING CLASS STRUGGLE PRISONERS - An Intro, to what we do and why 
■ PRACTICAL SUPPORT FOR PRISONERS - Advice on supporting prisoners 

* NO COMMENT - A defendants' guide to arrest we highly recommend 

* SUING THE POLICE ~ Useful If you've been nicked and abused by the police 

* GETTING THE BEST DEFENCE FROM A SOLICITOR ~ Some experience and advice 

* WRITING TO PRISONERS ~ Advice if you're writing for the first time 

* ABC PRISONERS LIST ~ A list of prisoners the ABC supports 



* TAKING LIBERTIES - 50 p 

The newsbulletin of the ABC. Packed 
full of invaluable reports and updates 
on anarchist, framed and other class 
struggle prisoners. News and articles 
on prison resistance around the globe. 

* CONVICTION • 50p 

Newsletter of the group highlighting and 
campaigning for framed prisoners in the 
U.K. and prison struggles in general. 
Always full of first hand info. 
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Introducing the author 
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Harold H.Thompson is an anarchist 

prisoner serving life plus sentences 

in Tennessee, USA. He is a first 

generation Irish-American and was 

born on April 9th, 1942 in 

Huntington, West Virginia, where 

his parents (both now deceased) 

settled after fleeing 'the troubles' in 

Ireland. Harold spent his childhood 

years within a home environment 

where politics was a regular topic 

of conversation. He became inter- 
ested in anarchism at an early age 

from listening to the political debates 

of his father and visiting friends. His 

affinity to anarchism was solidified 

by a stint of military service during 

the Vietnam war in which he was discharged after being wounded. He then 

became active in the anti-war movement, associating with Viet Nam Veterans 

Against the War during the 60's and 70's era of mass civil disobedience and 

struggle in America. 

From the late 60's onwards Harold was repeatedly in conflict with the cops 
and the legal system, raising money for survival and political activities outside 
the law. Several of these expropriation activities resulted in him doing time in 
Wisconsin, Ohio, Georgia and Tennessee prisons. 

Harold has two sons (with different mothers), the mother of his eldest son 
was murdered in 1 978. Her killer, Walter Douglas Crawley was sentenced to life 
imprisonment but then released on an appeal bond after becoming a police 
informant. On the same day as his release Crawley was overheard threatening 
to murder Harold's son and another child who had testified against him during 
his trial. Crawley boasted how he "had nothing to lose" since he'd already been 
sentenced to life imprisonment for murder. In Chattanooga, four days later in 
October 1 979 Crawley was shot whilst drinking in a bar, his unmasked assailant 
escaped and sped off in a waiting car into the night. Ten days later, after a large 
scale manhunt for Harold he was arrested and charged with the murder of 
Crawley. Harold was also charged with expropriating money for political 
activities from a jewellery store. For these incidents he was given life plus 50 
years after a series of farcical trials. Later Harold was given an additional 21- 
75 years for a second shooting incident which occurred in Cleveland Ohio. Around 
this time Harold also had a stroke leaving him in a coma for 3 weeks. 
Following brain surgery he was diagnosed epileptic. 
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TlOCFAIDH AR LA 



All across this planet people are rising from the knee. 
For in their hearts burns a flame, the aspiration to be free ! 

They struggle on with this thought that is right, 
and refuse to be crushed by oppression's organised might. 

Zapata, Durutti, George Jackson and Bobby Sands to name a few, 

have each become heroes to the downtrodden of this world. 

Eternal shining lights of hope for suffering peoples of all lands. 

Though different in method each worked for a common goal, 

their actions in struggle live on to inspire each freedom yearning soul. 

From their lives and dreams they put to words, action and taught, 

So even the most timid came to realise 

the human right to freedom belongs to all, 

a heady, wonderful thought I 

Some choose to march peacefully in demonstration, 

while others take to the justice of the gun. 

But once that first step is taken they are all true freedom fighters, 

demanding their rightful place in the sun. 



So with prideful step march ever onward, 

as others in struggle meet fire with fire, force with force. 

Conquering each obstacle erected to stifle determination, 

or misguide from the true course 

and for each comrade who stumbles, falters, 

or is crushed beneath a heavy load, 

Take heart with pride in the part you play 

be it small, large or behind the scenes but still on liberties road. 

From Soweto to Belfast to Amerikkka's streets, 

cities, villages ,coal fields, factories and jails 

the common link in struggle is plain to see. 

In each place there are people just like you and me, 

who fight the oppressor's might, for their rightful taste of liberty. 

Yes all across this planet, people are rising from the knee, 

For in their hearts burns a flame, the aspiration to be free I 

25 August 89 

Our dav will come ! 
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